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At the beginning of November 17393 Wesley
went back to London, and then the state of affairs
he found there was far from encouraging, for the
Fetter Lane Society was woefully at odds within
itself; there was sullenness, quarrelling, variance
over fundamentals. It was the fault of Charles.
He was more original than John (a comparison
of their poems shows it) - it was he who had
started the Holy Club, it was he who had first
been converted, but he had not a tithe of his
brother's driving power, his will to mould things
as he wanted them to be ; he had none of his
ambition, being altogether a simpler man. In
some ways he was as extreme as his brother,
certainly in his addiction to the more picturesque
portions of obsolete ritual, but he was at this
stage of his development more gentle to others,
more able to see their point of view. He dreaded
the roughnesses in which his brother rejoiced,
crying ha ! ha ! amid the trumpets, and so had let
the society be invaded by a grievous heresy.

It was a form of quietism, of" stillness," as the
Moravians who expounded it called it. There
would have been no harm in it in a general way -
Wesley himself had taken to heart the text " Be
still, and know that I am God" - but as applied
by the members who embraced it, it had two
serious consequences. First, it denied that there
could be degrees of faith ; either you had full
assurance, or you had nothing. Then, secondly,
if you had nothing, it was no use to do anything